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CHAPTKU XII.
THBOt-'OH TUX Kt smi.v.M LIHES.

^jaBR&LL followed the
c i::.-e of tbe atream.
v\ l..i h led bim back
aaarard fhe higbway.
Thera was a batdge
forined of a single
stone nrch, and tbe
bubiies grew close up
to tbe sldea of 1L

Tbe voievs ef soldlers standlng npon
tbe bridge were audibte aa Darrell crept
up ln the sbadow, and be could bear
the tramp of many feet. A reglment
was rnarcblng. but not upon the hlgh-
wny. There must ba a road tntereeet-
Ing lt and running parallel to the prea¬
ent course of tbe atream.
The streatn waa ao blgh that tt left

orUr a fringe of wet rocks on racb side
of the arch. and Darrell worked bis
way along with considerable dlfflculty.
He aucceeded in gettlug through with
no worae uilsfortuue than a bard fall
on the rocks, and preaently he waa

again withln the ahelter of tbe trees
beaide tbe water. A bundred ynrds far-
ther along. tbe stream bent abarply to
tha left and passed nnder tbe road
upon which tbe troops were rnarcblng
It was not nn ee#y i«ak to eluda ob-
servatlon under sucB clrcumstances,
and Darrell uarrowly eacaped a BQ9aaa
of soldiers that bad taken advantage of
a halt to fill thelr canteear Ue lay
wltbin ten feet of them foi many tnln-
utes and overbcard snatches of thelr
conversatlon. fcom whlcb ha learned
that this force had com* by roll to a
polnt not far north of Vladikaakas and
bad raade a clrcuit of tba city. that It
waa compoaed of troopa from tbe prov-
Inoe of Btavropol aud that it was de-
pendlug upon re-enforcements coueerii-

Ing which there was a rumor of delay.
The men were recalled at laat, aud

Darrell paascd tba second bridge. A
llttle later he asoended a bill Iieside the
Ktream, and. being overcome with
wesiriucss. he lay down to alrap Juat
Bal the inoon be^an to Mgbt the sky in
tbe anst. He nwoke at daybrenk. stiH
wltb col.I and palufully lame aa a re-
rult of his fall upon tlie rocks. Hot-
bllng to the edge of fhe trees. he fouud
thnt "ne had Jiecldont:.;iy choscn a spot
slngnlarly fa vorable lUC OtaBBI FBtlBIL
Bespite tba raaaajteaaaB of tha raajfcaa.

Darrell could aaa almoat the entire ex-
teut of tbe Rusaian force. The llne
aa he saw It was nbwut two miles long,
aud <lot|btlBBB t'.iere were skiruilsbers
beyond h'.s vlsion. There sevtned to be
between :..0<K» und C..000 men. nearly all
Infantry. Tho ceuter was on the maln
hlghway from \'ladlkaukn* |b Ured-
akov. aud then- had bean ajreaf. eteasva
ln the diapoajttaa af the furce during
tbe latter part ef tae night. Tba wny
by whhh Darrell had runii- w:i8 no-.v
the least praeticiMe tliat his aya could
dtaeovcr. yet ba could sea other platBB
vrfaare a man Balarbl paaa ¦JaVd bv tba
roughness of tbe* country nrnl tha durk-
neas of night.
Hia proxltulty to the Irue was an

element of peril; indeed, he wondere*)
tliat the very spot on which he atood
was not held by a picket guard. Re-
traatlag rraaa tba Laaaia, he became
awarc ef men upon the north alope ot
the hill it eadlOgi but he cluded them,
paaaaaag arouad to tba araatward. He
aoeaoateretl fnr laaa difflculry than he
hnd'expi. i.-d and was sooti beyond the
reach of nn\ thing except aome cliance
scarrtlng iwrty. It senmed to him that
tlie Circasalan outposta aronnd Vladi-
kaukas could not be more than ten
miles away, yet he waa so lame from
bia fall that even thia ahort dlstance
invclved a areat exertiou and much
I>atn.

<*i the alender cbanca of flndlng anybaast that a man rnight ride be visitad
BlJ deserted farnihouaes, aecurlngenoogh food for hia ueeda, but no cat-

tla He was ln sucfc a eondltion that
a sound ox would have aeenied a good
uiount, but therw was none to be had.
la one of the bouaea he waa greatlysurprised to dlscover a gna, almost the
laat thing he wonld have aupposedthat a fleelug tenent would nbaudon.
It was a muaxle loadlng wssxpon of tbe
type of many yeara agi>; but. as there
-was a suppry of amruaattloa, Darrell
thought the gnn werth taking.
During the day be made very llttle

progress, being twiee compelled to lie
hidden wbll« Rnsalan aooutlng partres
were about. Sunaet foaud him for to
tbe w.eet of the highrooH, uneertain ef
Ws way aod saaTering be*a from cx-
hauatlon aad the lnjury that he had
sustamed on the previoua night. He
came at last to a road that was eearce-
ly more than a trafl ahroogh the arooda,aiufl by tbe aide of K he aaa aewa tx> eat
such food as he had aad te ramt. Ho
fell tnto a doae, with hia back agaiuattha mosa eovared aaaurt of a trwa, and
lt was dark whea be awxdre.
Something had atartlad him, He

falt a tbrlll of vague alortn oe be atrug-
gled back to eenaeioBsneea, and the
rusty gun that he kad taken from the
faraahouae waa in hia handa without,
an effort of ?oiitlon. Rs heacd tbe
eound of a horae'a feet. and tarnaedS-
atery the beaat aad bia rlder eaoie Into
view, dim ln the atartlgtrt.
Without a thought ln bia ba!T waken-

ed mind, except that he needed a horaa,
Daxrell sprong out Into the path, with
the gun ln hia handa. aad eried eat,
"Halt!" It waa tha horae that obeyed
the order. The rlder coetltraed to ad¬
vance. l>y the law of rnarDa, aad he
canae to reat like a aaok of maal on the
soft moss by tbe roadatde. Darrell in-
6tantly pouneed apeo htm, but H waa
whoily unneceaaary, far tba man dld
not rnove. He araa rytaf upon hta face,
unconaclona.
A haaty glaace aaaured Darrell that

the horae woald aot run. Tbe poer
beaat waa atandlng u If aa woedaa
lega drlven Into tbe ground. ¦atlatai
k. thia particular. Darrail aaebaq bbbbJBj

to his priaoner and became suddenly
aware that he wore. a Clrcassian ofH-
cer's unlform under a long and ragged
coat In another tnstant be bad turn¬
ed the man upon hia back and waa
gazing Into the face of Korna.
There was no aign of injury. Korna

had fallen llmp aa a drunkard and
with a drunkard's immunity from bro-
ken bones. It waa the inere ahock
that had robbed him of his wits. Dar¬
rell was at a loea to onderatand how
ao good a horsemon had been ao easily
thrown. and yet the manner of the fall
gave aome hlnt of th* explanatlon, ao
that Darrell waa not whoily aurprlaed
when Korna had regalned his power of
speecb to hear him aantter ln Rnssian
(for he fancied that he was addresslng
Russiaa soldlers): "Don't make me
move. I'm too tlred to stond oa my
feet"

It requlred some mlnutes for Darrell
to make himself known and to explaln
his act Finally Korna sat up and
Iooked at tbe American tvitb a glanrce
of com'prebenslon,

"1've scarcely been out of the sad-
dle slnce I left you." be said, "and I
was altnoat played out then. There's a
little vlllage in the hllls to the weet of
Gtedakov and the mouth of tha pasa.
It is out of tbe way of everythlng. a
qulet and beautiful place. You wouldn't
belleve there could be anything like it
ln this reglon. There two yeara ago

( 1 met the grrl who will be my wife
j some day. To that qulet spot when we
began this war I aent my mother.

! Itarrcll rprang ovt into tha patti.
knowlng what rvpr'.aals arv sometiniea
made. My two younger brothers were
with her. and she waa safe so far as
mllltary opecatlons are concorned, but
l was afrald that Kllzlar, wbo knew of
her retn-at, would aeak ma thare, and
ao 1 hare sent them all farther* west
Ah, l have rklden a long way, my
friend. I thlnk I was asleep ln the
aaddle when you played the hlghway-
man."
lle lay back upon tha roosa with a'

slcrh. and slumber gnthered his hcnd
mto her lap an if fau DarreTI lVd me
borse among tho treea and then watch-
ed baalda the aleeper until aaa sky over
his head Legan to be allvered by the
rislng inoon. Then be rauaed him and
led him to a brook where the water ran !

eold aa lce. Korna drank ef tt and then
thruat in his head, deelaring aiterward
that ha waa as good aa new and At for
any advaature.

I Tbe horae woe not In condltion ao ear-
ry double, but be waa perfeetly aound
and much refresbed by hia reat. Dar¬
rell mounted hirn, and Korna walkad at
his head. It waa ln the nature ofare-
Hef for the Circaaelan to walk after ao
long a time ln the aaddle, and to Dar-
rell's lame leg the change ia method of
locomotion was grateful as aleep.
Th«y proceeded with eaution and ex-

changed but faw worde. Tbe light of
mocnlng was in the sky arben they
were ehallcsiged by the plck*ts ontalde
of Viadfkaukaa, aad an hour leter they
wera both asleep withln tha walls of
the eity. They had asked to be rouaed
after twa bours of aiunrbe*, and this
was done. A breakfast that aeeuaed
fare nt for the goda to Darrell wjcB
ready, and aa lt waa brought ln, an or-
derly appaared with the raformatlon .

that arotnaan Khaa would reoeive them
preaently.
Korna looaed sbarpry at Eaarrell, and

when tbe erderiy aad wHhdrawn he
asked:
"IVhoui do yoa expeet to eeer*
"I have no doubu upoo ahe eufcject,"

anawered the Amerlcaa. "bfy only
pucsle ls tbe reaeeo for thia maaquer-
ade."
.Tha prrnceea deeired Bo take the

fleM," replied ltorua, "but KWsiar per-
suaded her that sbe could aat do tt as
a woman. Bo ahe took thia tuwne of
tlotman Kbao, which waa aasuinad by
a member of ber famtty durtag a brtef
but futlle apriaiag foilowtog tbe peace
of thlrty odd yeara ago.**
"He la no feoi, thia Kfdetea," rajoiiied

Darrell.
"It ia far berter-for btro.that the

troopa arhoald eheer her a* afotman
Khan than dareetly aa tbe. Prlaeesa
Vera," anUl Kerna. "Tt mabea ber a
mllltary laader. ln which eapaelty aha
eanaot hope to i4val Kthnar, wbo ia
the beat aoldiar that ever kad aa anny I
ln Ctreaaaia.and I aay that abeugh I
hate blra for ten tboaaaad ranaens."
"Being ao good a aetdkas," aaid Dar¬

rell, "why haa ha pe/altted this gro
teaque laraaton? What aeod'oao he
bepe ta ajatn for Otrcaeeta".
"I thlak," aaid Korna, Intarrupting.

"that yoa have tbe markJng of a fnlrly
Ifued aoldler laatde your irwn rbln, a 1
good encmgh aoldler, ln faet, ae uader-
Btand thia wbeie attuetiesa. I have
aaaaa aaar bnet far rar eouuttw ertab aaa

"

mnaaaca ana witn ajr awarcx Tba»S i
all that I can aay.**
"Shall we preaent ouraetvee before

the khan?" aaid Darrell, rtalng, aud
Korna bowad g-ravaly la aaaaot.

CHAPTRR XIII.
H» THB I'KESOCB OB THB awBaaw.

TMAN KHAN had
eatabllahed beadquar-
ters la a house that
had been oecupled by
the colonel cointaand-
lug the Huaalan garri-
son ln Vladtkaukaa.
A much niore preten-
tloua realdence niigbt

bave been choaen. but the khan had
preferred thia almple aboda. perhapa
because ef Ita milltary aasociatona.
Upon the way there Darrell laarned

aomething of the taklng of the placa
through the converaation of an otticer,
a friend of Korna'a. who had got newa
of hia arrlval ln tbe city and had come
to greet him. It appeared that, tbouga
there la & railroad to Vladlkaukas. the
garrlson had not been re enforeed at
the outbraak of the struggle to tbe ex
tent neceasary to hold it, and. even bo.
the foroe within the walla bad retreat-
ed upon very smail provocation. tn the
officer'a oplnlon. He aald flatly that
tha city ought to have been held wlth-
ont much dlfflculty and that tha Rus-
alan retreat from It oug-bt to reenlt la
a court rnartlal or two.
..However." he added, "we cau't hold

it, and the sooner we make a Junctloa
with Priuce Kllatar the better."
He waa surpiised to hear from Dar¬

rell that ao nunierous a force lay south
of them. Accordlng to tbe hest of his
iuforuiation, no adequate report of the
conditiona had reached tbe khau.
Outslde the house of tbe kban there

was evidenca of a good but soinewbat
apcctacular milltary dlncipline. An ud

neceasary number of aeiitries stood up¬
on guard. and they challenged all com-
ars ln a mauner that suxgested to Dar¬
rell the milltary dramas that be had
aeen In his own oountry. His heart
sweiled witb plty for the womau he
loved tbus playlng aoldler ln this pre-
poaterous camp.ilgn.
Upon the veranda of the structure be

beheld a woman witb the flgure and
warllke bearlng of BrunhUde. but too
old for the role. and he learned that abe
was a priucess* who had been a sort of
milltary hcrolne ln the flghtlng days of
the slxties. This formulublc peraon re-
treated within the house as the party
advanced. but Darrell was glad to bave
secn her.
Pausing for a moment ln the hall. hc

was consclous of a boylsh excltement
agreoable to the heart as any tooeh of
youth Is to the mnn who aaa seen much
of life. A <io;ir apaaaa*. Baj hoard the
aound of Vaia*a voice. aixl the hlood
rushod to his f.-ee.
The prlncess sat hy n long tabh? upon

which were many docutnents BJfcd maps.
By her aide stood a gray hnired man Ii»
a goueral's unlform He was a typlcal
Clrcasslan. slender 11mbed. dlspropor-
tlouately broad in the shouldcr. his face
Btampcd with that sort of prld« whirL
requlres nothing but tbe man's cxist-
eaice to aeeouut for IL Yet this exprrs-
alon waa modiflod hy anxlety and by a
deference for the prtneesa which waa
not wlthout tlnonesa af qunllty.
Darrell marked the man because the

oponlng door revcalod him heforw the
prtneesa. Then he aaw nothing btrt
Vera. Sbe had grown much older ln
theee mooths, and her face revealed
llnes that belonged not to Ita year*.
Yet she seeraed to have borne her hard-
shlps wlthmrt loee of bealth. Her color
avas good aud her eyea were wonderfully -

brlght. Her ebouldere were aorered by
a gold embroldared eape that did not
lack a fomlnlne suggeation. But Dar¬
rell saw under the table tas/o rldlng
boots that mlgtrt have been a man's ex¬
cept that tlrey were not big enoagh,
aud at tho top* of them baggy trousers
llkc a Turk'B.

.*M. Darran,** aaid Vera ln FYeneh
and very eoldly, aa ha thought, ~l re-
gret to hear of your wiBfortunes.
though I do not yet nnderstaud how
they coaW bave hiappened. Be assur-
ed, however, that you are aafe within
our llnes and that I Bball aoon Had a
way by whach yon ean rvtrrra to
France."
"With yoor permlsflion, exceHeney,"

replled DarreU, "that la tha leaat of
my anxietlas."
"1 do not corapreherid,** aaid Bha.
"I will go where you aend me," he"

answeced, "wheaher to France or elBe-
wbere, lf It be npon your aerrlca, but I
wlsh you migb* flnd 999 for me nearer
at hand."

"It may be ao,'* aaid ahe, lncllnlng
her head ln tmch a wsry that, ln obedl-
ence to tha nod, ha atepped asida, per-
mltting Korna to advance.
"Excellency." aald Korna, "I bare to

report that wnen yaur order regardlng
M». Darrell waa brougtrt to Gredskov
R waa dellvered to me aa an officer of
Prtnca Kllalar'a ataff. The prlnca waa
then eatalde tbe alty for the purpose
of overtakrt.g. a earar&n which. b*v-
Ing came throagh tbe pass, waa en-!
deatorihg io escape withoat paylng
torl to our eauae. Beallevlng tha mat-
ter tirgeart, I rode eut and attempted to
dellver the order. Tha prinoe refused
to racelva It, and when I tnalBtad ha
attaoked me wKh hia aword. Wa were
alone together.ar Buppoaed oaraalves
to b9 ao.ln a Boom af a farrahanaa by
tha hlgliway, but through a atrange
eolBcklence Mr. Darrell waa eoneealed'
la a reom overhead. Ha came to my
aaarlatance, and wa both escaped, leav-
lng the order ln tha piince'a hands. I
hava eoraa here to »e**k your eicel-
leaey'a protectlon."
The sltuatlon lavolrad more polntB

of milltary etSa.uette than Vera felt
abla to declde oaThand, and aha looked
oat of the corner of her eye at tha gen-
aral, who stoad by tha end of the table.
She felt a woman'i eruddea reeentment
that htr order should hava boea treated
with dlareBpect, hat alao ahe waa moved
by that femlnine Inatmct of atUitiea
which let her percelve that. aftar all,
tbe ebject ef the ertfer had been at-
tained. aCoreover, aha donbtleaa kaew
what waa the matter with Priaea Kil
alar, aad ao long as he had not actually
Blaln Darrell from jealouay tha errma
of attemptlng to do ao appeared leaa
blaek than rt sboald. What abe wanted
waa aa easy way ont of tha dtffleulty.
and th« general so Mrxlerstood.

. "Doaa Colonel Korna deaire to maka
formal charges?" be asked.

**I wfll do nothing to breed dlaeord ta
#thla crttlcaJ hour." replled Korna flrm-
^ *^4X^2^? JatUJ wxoaiaj are ajg

__ -._
. aaarajaaaBBBaaaaaWorth coualdering. I mention tnem

merely that my report and the fact of
my preaence hera may be underetood.
What I desire la a chance to eerve our
cauaa, and, if 1 mlght make a request.St would be that I abould be asatgned te
duty here."
"GeaeraL" aaid Vera. "my desire Is

to grant thia request Will you aaslgnColouel Korna to duty?"
"I would welcomt him upon myataff." aaid the general, whereupenKorna made proper acknowledgmeuta.

and tha lacldent aaemed happlly clased.
"As to tha Rueaian force now lylngbetween ua and Gredskov." said Kor-

aa. "I have certala Information. but'Mr. Darrell haa much more. so that 1
healt.ate to speak before be haa been
heard."
This Judicloua remark branght Dar¬

rell back te the center of the stage. and
J bia report waa eagerly recelred. It ai>jipeared lramadiately that hia Informa-
tloa waa far more accurate than any
that had previeualy been brought !n
Hia eatlmata of the Russian force. with
sketcbea of ita poaitiou. made the sltu-
ation aeem far more serious than it
had hltberto been conaldered. It waa
obvious that tha Raasians must expect
to co-operata with a force movlng down
from the north and that the plan waa
to annihllate the llttle Clrcaaalan army
ln Vladikaukas.
"Tha posltlon which they have tak¬

en," aaid Darrell, "ls merely that ef
the greatost ndvantnge ln case your
orce shouid attempt a voluntary move-
ment toward Grednkov. At tbe proper
time they will advance to inveat thia
city closely upon the south. but theydo not wlsh to do lt prvn .tturely be¬
cause they are not atriaBg ruooajb to
take the place by aaaault a ul aa In-
decislve action mljcht r»*su<: ln
ing up Prlneo bTiUiBTb sru.y m
rrar. Clearly there has been ¦aoma
hitch in thelr plan. for the tblag araa
to have been done quh-kl.-. . utaWrwtaa
this rlyltig coluiun of Ruaslaaa mlght
be Caagbt by Kilzlar'a iidvato e ntt.l I*'
In a bad place. Soim'thlm; has d.hiy-
ed their larjicr force thr-t was 'n aaov*
down from the north. or yaC woiihl
already be envaacd with lt They e.-r
Italnly must barc expacted to take vin-
kdlkaukas this Baaralug."

"Kilzlar's scouts shouid have tvport-
ed tbe presetKC of this force." said
Vera. "at.d he shouid already I>o rul-
vancing."
"We have iki aBaOWledffe t ri.it wooh Is

the cam*." said the grn. ral "We Cai
not aassuaac that tbe prlaaa is ba ihw*-
session of iuforrunlion oqunl BO onrs.
The Imniodiuto neod b to send word to
him. iii> is probably ln tbe aame jvoei-
tlon that BBB were ln before Mr. 1 i.ar-
rrlls arrlval. aware. of course. that the
^eomniuiiicatioiis had boaa eat. but In
'ignoraiK (> t'.i.it It bad heatj daaae »>y a
force BafActent to ¦ ly oui
bosiUon bara "

"Let tbe BaaBaMI :^« m i># Baaaaaai at
BBaOar vxclalined Vera, "1 will pre^^re
the oraers, W« will OBtCb tl.wsa a..-

siaus like a gnat in a gbrJ -"
And she uiada a v»ry i.;:i<-aft.J jre»

ture to diforva tav BjBtaBbor.
"I will attMud to thia m;:tt*r. ln per-

Bon." aaid tbe general. "wlih tba a*
sistance af Ibjloaall Korna. in tba
meaiitnne it may bt that »ir. Dartetl
will prepary duplicata niaps of the
Russluu iHisltlon aa ha saw lt. They
will b« carried by oar n..-.i and w'.ll :.s

alst them ln gettiiiK Ibruu b tba HnBB"
Darrell hvwfd ua tbe xem r.-il and

Korna left the room. Y*ra made I
place fur him at the tahle baaHIa ber
and he bcgim his work without u iJbrd.
Bentrles paced the v*raii"!;i OBlBaaW tba
wltidows, aml two were n» joianl ln t'n»
hall, but iso one was wlthln heurlna,
The Bjoiaaai of ti» caaap ouui« earj
faintly. and tba mnmd ef 1 »urrrlI*B pen
cll was BOdlbla ln tlie n>om.

"I trust that you conreyed mv UtaUkkfl
nnd my aiH.logles to Mr. and llrs. Coi
don," BBld Vera suddenly.
Darrell pnw*-d his hund ueaoss his

forebead as ou%> do*ai who would stcady
bls wtts,

"I was not authortscd to sprnk for
you." he suld, **but I know that they
fuHy uiidonatootl. Of course your aud-
den departura gave us grvat anxlety.
Wo were afrabl tliat Iu escapiag from
tbe police yon had run Into the hunds
of the erar'a agents. lt was for that
reason that I went to Saavropol, re-
meraberlug that you bad aaWl you
inlgbt bt taken thera."
"Rut I told you wbore I wus golng!

she oxclairaed. "I gave jtm word for
Mr. and Mra. Gordon. I gav* you tho
means of seeing me again ln rarls."
Darrell slowly shook his head.
"I know nothing of this." he wrtd.
"It was all-all >o your hat," she

crled, Btammeriug prvtLH^- ln hee ea-
clteuieat.
"All in my hatr" bo ecboed. "I reol

ly beg your pardon".
"1 could not flnd you that rast night,"

she aaid hurrledly. "Tour hat waa ly¬
lng on the table. I wrote a note and
put it under tha hemd Inslde, so that
you maat fiud lt wneu you put the hat
ou."
"I h&ven't seen tt from that day to

this," said DarrelL **A aervont muat
have taken lt to my foona."

i They sat looklng Into eaeh other*a
face ln slleace for at leaat a mlnute,
eaeh tblnking of tba peln of mind that
thia trlvial aecident had eaviaed.
"I heard that you bad gone to &tavro-

pol," aaid Varav *baa I eould not guasa

-Lm ahe aMBBBwear he o%oaaa «s eeaaar
tfpat yoa, were Ja aaareb ef na*. In

BtavTOpoi you disappeared. and I faar
9d that you bad been tnurdered hy
aome avenger of Iadlalov. It was al
most by guesswork. fountled upou the
vaguest rumor. that I catne to believe
you bad been takeu to Gredskov."
DarreH'a voice was uot free from a

tremor of einotlon aa be rejoined:
"How did you know auythlng of my

fate? Tbe niere fact that you were

auflclently lotervsted to make a slngle
Inqulry repays me a bundred tlmea for
all I bave auffered "

"I bad ageats la fttavropol." said Ve
ra, coloring. "upon other matters. IIsv
Ing heard that you had traveled ln that
dlrectlon witb Ivaa GetcbikofT. my
agents thought you wortb an luquiry
They learned that you bad been ar
reated npon your arrlval. but neither
they. working secretly. nor the Am. il
can cousuL, protestlng apenly. eaaal
galn any knowledg* ef wbat had hup
pened to you afterward. It was given
out that you had been Immediatoly pf
leased and had left tba city Your bag
gage waa obtalned by tbe consul. who
recelved also a packet forwarded to
you ln bla care from Paria. by Mr. Gor-
don doubtlesa These tblnga were ln
the consul's hands three weeks ago."
"Three weeks ago!" cried Darrell.

rislng slowly. "Hava you bad word so
later
Vera's cheeks were burnlng.
"We hava stlll our agents in Stavro-

poL'* she aaid, "and occaslonal commu-
nlcatlon Ia poaalble. Tbey bave thought
It worth while to report to me ln re-
gard to your affalrs."
"Then nothing else lu the world mat¬

ters ln the Ieast." ha said. "1 do not
mngnlfy your Interest in me. hut"-
She checked him with a look that

was both intense and smlllng.
"Yi.u couldn't." said she aimast In a

wbisper, aud at that he lald his hand
upon bcrs, which was palm upward on
a plle of mllitary reports.
"Tera"- he began. but auddenly

there was a clash of guna and aabers
ln tbe haH
The priacaaa rapaaa upon the table

with tbe K(>ahhard of her sword, a
much hejvwHaa weapon that had laln
¦ciaaa « chair baaaaa her. At the sum-
uiona an ord.<rly appeared with the
rl^id aaat* af a toy monkey on a
sti< k. Y.ru paiatad to the door eom-
munlcatlng v\ it!) tba hall. and pres-
nitly the orderly aniiounced two ofla-
cers, who w*re admltted.
They came witi, reports that concern-

ed the pnu.ti.al detuifc, of war. and
Darrell h.ard them with a dl^ided at-
tentioii, working meauwhila upon his
tuups. One of theui npoko mostly of
eaiuion. and Ycra's e,iieetioris show. ,1
a aBaratlBiBa couiprehenslon of the sut>-
Ject. Siugulariy euough, Vera when
speakiug of ordnnure eeased to seem
u play soidler. Wlmt -he had to say
al aat aaa eapaetty «f eartala iight bat-
iartea aaaaa iaaaaaltlaa aaaaaa9 to bo
a suhject af koiu« BjawaBtiaa struek Dar¬
rell aa apt nud aceurate beyond crlti-
BjBBaa. iHircvll had foMaaad the char
lot af war in many tjuarters of the
globe and indcad had oinceied troopa,
white, hlack aud yellow, lu tbe whlrl
of vnrioiiM eniergencies. for which rea
son thia t'ircussluu canipa4g:i had up-
pealed to hiiu as a griui aml awful
Joke. Ilut somehow when Vera talked
af artllury the thing seemed seriou*.
Perhupa It was the aurprlse that a
woman aboaad kaoaj anything what-
ever alKc.it tba BBJlaJact,

.'\<>ur »\<vlleney." he said when the
oflcaaa had aHtbdrawa, and then, "I

ir (amraoa; i aaa ¦aiarttln what
form of addraaa you pratat.w

"i"iidcr tba prcsent circuiiistances."
she r.^!:.-,l. Klanclng around tba umpty
room. "I ,,refer tba st> !* which you
uk.: 1 Ju«t a* these irnnoyiiuj people
came a;th their reports."

"Voi.i." l.e «:ied. "I".
"Thnt Is if.- aba aald, "bnt lu puhlVc

*azcaliancy.a 'hlghnaaa1 >jt aajthhag that
aoggeam ita lf. i aa aadlffataot And
no.v Ciy i:,,.;.s, the mape: You are
slow. »!r.*"
And DaiTtft, under the eompulsion

her khmoe. fell to work earnuwtly.
(TO BE OOKTINfXD.)

I*r.'i»iirl iik laB . iiibIbi K.vrnla.
Binkb- Why did Kitdey joiu tbe

pri;*sth<wul is aa grieving ao ovar his
wlfe'a death?
Minka.Not he. Tlia wtfe wse a the-

oaoptiist, and believed in rHncarnation.
She prophe^ied ake'd be back in six
yeara, so RU-ley'y grnne in for ceiibaey.
.Town Tapaaa.

Her Danr k'rlei.U*.
Maud.flaven't y«>« noticed that lea-

bel ia haveng a good deol i>f troubla
with her eyea the*edaya?
Mabel.No. H.iw?
Alaud -She can't ke«p tbem off thet

young Swooper whe*n he happena to bo
in her netghborhood..Chica&ro Trib-
une.

The Way af Mie "BVaarld.
"Thlngs are very bodly arranged ln

this world.**
"How ao?^
"Why, the man with tho money

ruaally lacks tho digeation and the
ntan with the dlgestion aeldom haa
the money.**.Chteago Poet.

Bo4 tbe Papalar BXlad.
**ITe prldea himaerf Ihat hia new

novel la pecfeetly ewean.**
"I auppoaa it is. I don'l imagiaa rt

will ever get soHed from freaquen* raad-
iag.M.Phihvdelphia Bulletin.

Aa Beea fr»m Afar.
**Unfted States aenatora are mighty

busy people,** said Farmer Corntoaael.
''Y'ea," anawered his wifa, "lt appears

like they waa either makin* or brealdn'
lawa all tbe time.**.Waahingtoa Star.

A Veft-etstelan.
Birzer.Tes, my wife ehewatherag

a great deal.
lluzxer.Why, I didn't know yotrr

wife waa a vegeaWacianl.Ohio Stata
JonrnaA

Tttnely Aarelva. »\

Blll.^They aay rnbber ts vary blgb.
Jill.^Taa; you ought to begfn and

aoonomixa wllb your neeat, my bosS.*
Tonkera aHateaman.

K«t Traa to I.tfa.
.*Why fk> you call H a fatry taaar**
"Beeauae it aaya tbey were marrla4

and lived barppily ever aftarwaakL**.-
Chlcago Poat:

ifpryis/lata,
Jaggfaa That aetraaa aarad baxn foa

.rlfliag wttb her affwatSoaa, aad tba
farj gava ha* a verdf«t for eix aaarta.
Wagglaa.Bo tiva

ixpUimf.jfaaaa Toptoa.

"WE ARE COMING."
"W# are coanlna. Father Abraham.~
We shoutod ia our youth,

With old Glorx for our ortflemme,
In our flght for Uod and Truth.

We heard your volcu sa> teader,
Boiicltoua and true--

The nation's great ciefender
CalUca for tba boste ia blua.

We made the marcb ta laeet you
On thia very avecue,

H*re with our ctit* rs to gret t you*
Aa your loryal sona ic biue;

Ar.d every man bebind hi.-««yua
Awalted but the word

Of s-.od old K^ihex Abraham.
Tbe Uaab of (Jidcoa'a ^wurd!

Trftmp, traoip. tn« boya were marchlng.*Till the earth ran red aud reeled,For your bleaslnff at the Harting-
Waa our aruerdon for the field;

And with auch oonsecratlon
Aa your homtly words-and truav

And the prayers of half the Nauoo,
We foucbt and woa for you.

And now again we're eomJng.
When 40 yeara are ior*.

But O. we nadse youa welcovne
Aa the Day would miss the Dawn;A spectral anny maxches,
The pale and 6hettlt-fcs.ceod,The mllUon sleeplng- comrud'S
Who at your btddlng sped.

"We ara oomtns. Father Aoraham,**The few who yet remaln,
To slna; our anclent battleeonajAilown the sir»«t aaralri:
And sooa w«-'ll Bnld our h.-.r.r.era*And crose the river. tiH>.
and rea* with you In g-lory.
All your jrallant boy sir. blue'

.Prlvate JJalsell. in NatlonaJ Trfbuna.

CATHEDRALS UNDER GROUND
loalkfra Ca-ren Thal W«tB I'ee* fcy

the I onlrd.rnlr. Ilurlng (He
War aa Powde-r Uoaaea.

A few of the vast caverns of the
aouth have long been famous. Several
of the southern stai** abound witi
the«e beautiful and impresv-ive worka
of natiLre, and there are many far
more worthy of tbe attention of the
Bcietitivt and L.urist than i* the great
Mammoth Cave of Kon-ttukv, which is,
aside from its vast extcnt, tlie leasi
arftractive of the many caverns viaited
by the writer. No one who hsvs ever
rlaitad tlie reaaaatlc Luray Cnvernain
the Shenandoah. vrrite* Frank H.
Taylor. in the Nati<>nol Tribune, will
ba satisfled with an exploration of
the Mammoth OaVBBa, carrying ln hia
baasda the only means of iihiminatingbia way. Probabtj the most fairy-Bkf -' nrn « f : (Ks*v..\ered in
aba B . pbera nre taaoat of

A CA\'*: UATTVFbY

IWIIaiiiar, l..»-o.ta'<l M.rne five iriiiea frv*m
the efctj of ataaaamaa, in Caba. IWy
urc reaaebad bj »< Ihiii* o\er a roud
rouarh evea fer a Cabaa b%baeala>, but
one b well re»>nkl for thv fntlgue as
well n« the- iffdaal of the bbjrh tasmper-
ature in <Jie cavee. when OSbM be haa
been admitted tn the pr«-*-*>ii<w of their
splendair in atohtctiiee. M*vl«i>rmitea
and un*ulried froart-work wronght ln
stone. The lower or new caws ut Uel-
lamax were opened to the ptiblic in the
.vinter of 1Si>0, upon the oecaaion of
tha visit of c;nin4, On. Whil Sheridan
and their fanirliea. an Snrid*-.nt in. which
the w-rit-er had the good fortaana Be
partjoipata.
A«ide from thelr Intereat aa n.orvel-

oua phasee of not nre, the caves of the
aonthland have a rvmant.rc relation
to wnrfara and <rt»r national htetory.
An fhr back ne th< revolirtion *uch of
theae nndergrxiuml r*»treat* aa were
then kn«>wn wwt the seenea eyf actlv-
Ity duc to the great de-poait* of elay,rich in aaaltpatex, asaential in tha? man-
nfactnre of rnn]x)wder. Durfag the
civil war powder works were loented
at nenrly aU ef the envea la the aouth-
ern Tilue Ri^ge conntry.
The novelist of the cVmfederate era

has, as far aa I am aware, failed to
make use of this fertile field of ro-
manca. At the Wey«Tcava>o, Nicka^nckPave, neaa- LoobjOtft mountoin, and a*
Xaturai Bridge evidencea are atill ln
exle/btrwe of the extanaive work done
ln excavating the cave cJayaand their
reduction to *j,Up«ter. fheaa eavea
ware also frequent retreata well
known to tha ooafaderatee, who» and-
den and myatertons dlaappearanae
throngh tbe well-ootw>eal«d entrancee,ha* purrled naony a rwwwumg aom-
mander of nnion troopa. Theza are
UIe«i in tha valley of tha Shenandoah
of whole batterisa which hava been
nnllmbered and oonoeeled aacurely in
the deptha of the mountafr\ to reap-
pear at criiical momentss rake a
marching eolumn in the valley below,and then suddenly sink Srvto tha eorth
again.
High up along the kottr wertera

ahora of the south branch of the
SJienandoah river are th« Grottoea of
Shendua, formerly known aa the
Weyaa- Oayea. Theaa and tha adjoln-Ing Fountain Cava are by faT the
aaoat ixnpreeaivc, besMrtiful and vafiad
^-^-"'aaaai mi'i.?"**?' "Jmf ^\Mt^»~i *9^CJ%.
aarvarna the aariaar haa aajaaj aa taaa
ccmnftay,
A doaen yeara ag*a, when the greadbeom^a»ave awept down tha valley,

raavkiaej fortucea on psvpar over adghtfotr the naciva aand bolde-rs ond ereavt-
fcnaj avew aowna like a atring of beada j.el adoog the Mne af the railroad, a

'

maaufavoVuring city aaaa plaannedheaa
npoo the broad valley plaJn ia froaA jaf tbe cave bfll. It waa aalled "Shtne
duaV! but tbe rsJlroad qothorttiea '

awawawaw aaaar-.-.-,*»--»* .aa

wlsely Ttept the oM -Ign of "The *Tl 9ew*
toes" upon the rtatfffa building. SbaaB*
dun tnst nnd felL Its inceptit :i waa?
born in the brain of Maj. Jed B
kiss, of StaunUm, once topogrephJaBaf
engineer to Stonewall Jacbaon. ansfaf
well-known flgure in the vavllay. Wbaaa
the "l»om" had ewept paat it left asj
Shendun a heap of aavhea whera
botel had atood and a group of
looking factory btiildinga be*s e
trsck and a anlitary aooond^L
atreet car xtrended ln the Baaaaa of _
fielde which had ao recently flgnratfl
aa ehoice rommercial and homestaaa!
sltee at prica*« ihat woukl make Waabw
Ington real e*ta.te men mad with joW
Down beside the South branob M

the little grlat mill that haa groaasl
along eomfortably theae many yeara,and whieh ineidentally operatee taWg
dynamos which Mlwminatc the teanplagof the Shendun Grottoea. In tha dW
b'ghtful Virginian aketchea to be founaf
over the tttgrratarre of "Port* Crayoa**in Harper's Magazine eome 45 yaaa-Bj
ago, the WeyeV Cavea were flrst
brought to publie notice, aHhougbtheir exfo-tence had been knownainca
the year 1804, and they had been kong
a favorite point of Iooal reaort,
The ground plan of the Grotaoea in-

dicatea fonr dietinct groupa of chara-
bera. In the flrat aeriea are tha En¬
trance Hall, Statuary Chamber, Eolo-
mon'a Temple, Throne, Great Cataract,
Shell Grotto, Pantheon, Lawyer'a
Office and Weyer HalL Included ln tha
aeoond group are the Armory, Shleld
of Ajhx, Bahistrade Passage. Tapeatry
Chamber, Gathedral Chancel, Drtrm
Room, the Dungeons, Senata Hall,
Cryatal Spring and Spar Roonv.
Tn the aVIrd group are tha Theater,

Spring Grotto. Diamond Glen and tha
Orgnn and Choir.
Thia group ineltidee alao the Diaing-Ronm. the rrllfTaraiaa. Natural Bridga,

Jefferson TT.iIl. Tower of Babel, and th*>
lovely Gerdenrvf Eden.
Inthe fnurth grxiupane-theOrotioea

IMdge, the Oyaaa* Shella, Coral Ridga
and the Tinkling Spring.
Thnse nsame* axe given In deta.il in

order to suggeat th* wide vnrlety of
the «t.range and marrercus formationa
which enrich these chamhcra of at-
lence Co a greater degree than thoaa
of any tdmilar group of cavea lu tba
world.

GEWESIS OF A FORTUHE.
Tac Ilnnpr (haiice Tbrosak Wk!ek
a Four »w fiirk Clerk lleeaane

a Mait l-MIUIuaalrav

One weste.rn rnilliajnairw came into
tba poaa«raaioB al his aenlth through
his 9WB abtlltiaa, beyond a doubt but
it is alao true that his opportunitiea
were excelleut. And the* came W him
iu au aaaal way.

It happcned, says the New Y'ork Fnn,
that tba Brifa af a aarj riob n a-. ;-.ad
for m.'iny yv.irs g< ne t <> :i . ertait. 88*98)
Tn \« w Vi ik (or her gniiaa. and had
araraya baaa vraitad apoa bj tba aaaBi
woman. One moming &he went to the
¦aata t<> order a gow a. After ti a baaaV
net-s of gettiug the nvw kirtMLadUva
tran»,acted, the salt-.trmtiun aaid to

i r:

'is will be the last tLu B that I
aball aaa t,he pleaaara af w.-titingon
>'"". afra. X-, for I am folng; to bo
marr
When tbacaatOBBBText e rdanin-

tere*-< in )u-r alaaa, the w<-;. ... i. told her

¦I-M GOINTG TO BE alARRIKIA"
that she and the man to whomabe had
been engaged for several yeara had de-
eided that they might aa well get
married a.s SBatt, *-t>peeially aa ahe had
managed hy prndenee to sava a lktle
nioney. Said tba cnstomer:
"You brrno; your beuiotHed to my

house to-iiiirht to aaa me. Iwouldlika
to rxmct him and liave my huaband
know him, too."
A time was set and that night tha

saleswoman and her betrothed visited
the weaJtby patroa. The latter Intro-
duced tiienitoherhuslwind.whotalkedi
with the man aad was favorably im-
pressed with 1-. iiru lle leamed laat
the man was able to make oiiiy aamall
income athis baalnaaa
Before the man left the house, adate

for a 6ubeequent visit had been set.
Tho man, of aoaiBB, came back, and
the result wat a plaee for him ln one
of the m/Iliouaire's milla naar a west-
ern city.
That waa hiK heginnYng. To-day ha

eounts his millions on mora fingera
than hia two hands poctess. And hia
fortunecame through his meetiDgwith
tha mUlionaire aad his good luck in
making a favornble impreseioei on him
aawealas on hia ahility to takeadvan-
tega of the opportunitiee that caraa
te hhn.

Tae Chuap's Araraoaeat.
Oallow Youtb.Only fooka aaa oer-

ttvin; wfce men hesritate.
Parr Afeld.1 don't know abotrf

laat.
CaBow Toutb.WeH, I'm qaiaa oer-

taAn of rt.l.Cbicago Amarlcan.
?ela Ropea Tata.

"now ia it," demanded the aagry
aatoekholder, "that our gold rnasa aaa
atopped work?"
"I helieve it isn't in tha veka for it."

repiied the promotor, t"11j aaaila
delphia Preca. ,

A Real GtrlBaa Iaalaaattasa.
He.It waa a caae of love at flrat

aight with Count De Ptitrmnrlaaha.wasn't it?
Sba.Oh, yas! One look at BraaV

atraat'a aettlad hia fate!.a*saaa>.


